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358 THE INQUIRER, DECEMBER 7, 1946 T 
“TO MARY AND JOSEPH BAR-JACOB, A SON” " 
Oliv in a little village beneath the Quantocks, where the roofs were " 
. |) _ not flat as the roofs of Jerusalem, and where the hills were 7 
It was Christmas—Christmas, 1946. The young man sat green. ay 
at his desk in the office of the High Commissioner. He ss 
looked out of the window over the low, flat roofs of Jerusalem, — Yes, it was all unreasonable. Out there to the West, off = 
an age-long city which refused to die, a cursed, turbulent city, the coast of Cesarea, grim, tatterdemalion ships lay rotting. be 
full of crowds and contentions—out over the low, flat roofs On the crowded deck was a young man, a young man just v 
to the bare and sterile hills. A brown and yellow land, no __ like him, except that the young man’s body was marked with th 
land for an Englishman, least of all for an Englishman at af 
Christmas. Of late the Jewish extremists had been busy. aflame with the love of Zion. He would have given his soul 
Out there to the West on the coast there had been dynamiting, 0 sit at this very desk, this desk in Zion, this damnable desk, . 
not far from Cxsarea—Czsarea, where Peter on the house- that kept an Englishman from the green hills of Somerset. a 
top had seen that wonderful vision of the clean and the And out there to the East, on the way to Jericho, a young po 
unclean let down together in a vessel from heaven. And out Arab stood at his cottage door and looked out on a wide 
there to the East on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho Arabs solitude. The solitude was his; but the young man on the 
had set upon Jewish wayfarers, stripped them and beaten A st 
them, leaving them half dead. It was all so old, and so = garden. And these two, who each other so dearly, 
unnecessary. Why couldn’t people be reasonable? hated each other so grievously. It was not their fault. They te 
- were in the grip of destiny. History—the sort of perverted on 
But most unreasonable of all it was his job to govern _ history that men wrote and taught, the history that passes fi 
them. Well, not exactly his job (thank heaven, a junior clerk = over the decent uneventful lives of countless men and women ol 
had no responsibility) but the High Commissioner's. Poor | —history had dripped its poison into their hearts. They were os 
High Commissioner ! Ces eS full of crazed ideas, of nationalism, of racial pride, of ancient ww 
governed people for their good. Governing was all right rights and wrongs, of “mine” and “thine”. Could they never wl 
wie forget? Could they never break with the past and its piled-up 
the people. But not this sort of was prejudice? Could they be born again? la 
no good, no gratitude, no love, no star. It was all a 
dark. One hardly knew whether one was domg right or wrong. Casually the pes 
This too had happened before. There was Pontius Pilate. duck. is perverted 
Poor Pontius Pilate, mystified Pilate, blown hither and thither, he 
in Hebrew and Greek and Latin. It was the same today. _ bit of history that told of the decent, uncventful lives of the 
Alien Gate countless men and women. It was headed Births, Marriages 
only today they wrote them m and Arabic and and Deaths. And he read:— m 
English. a ? And why Latin? What had a Bar-Jacos.—On December 25th, at Bethichem, to Mary 
Roman, what an to do with imscriptions in and Joseph Bar-Jacob, a Son. de 
Palestine? By al chat wes ight sd resonate Engin It was written in Hebrew and Greek and Latin and Arabic 
man should have been his Christmas in Somerset, § and English. 
ye 
m 
THE SNOW QUEEN ha 
co 
nO as 
By To me and my cousins, schoolfcllows and friends, the de 
“GoopsyeE, goodbye”, they chorused, crowding out of j#§ whole cpisode ey designed by Providence for be 
the gate. our amusement. Was % 895 Probably. We just assumed 
They had all the members of the j§ that the poor would do what they could. We knew what we on 
tamil, boys and gris hardly my tha could do. an 
to wear trousers, what “jumpers”. nothing bearing running a thither. 
over their cropped hair. they Who was Happy 
“Read me a story!” clamours a litle voice at my clbow. reprobate one good ay od ways cap, a sh 
One of the youngest of the family has been left at home and a the Crmmca, who 
im my care. The morning's cxertions had been sufficient it rt 
is decreed, by wise and kindly authorities, for her as well as for te te Sh 
is too little to keep up with the I cam mo longer risk §_ Roosher, an” don't say I tell yer!” sa’ 
a severe fall or ducking We two are ict at home, Before ham stood a vehicle possible m country mm 
disconsolate, and she naturally expects me to entertain ber. = districts, where the snow was left to of itself by the a 
Nothing could please me better, and she 1s soon curled up It could not have penetrated the city. 
aes a o- The book she has produced s even then the strects were somewhat swept. For it kn 
familiar cnough, The Fairy Tales of Hans Christian Andersen, —_ stood upon two long stecl runners, from which rose two trans- th 
and she has opened it at “The Snow Queen”. I dont care verse upholstered scats_and was drawn of John’s pe 
of the frosty afternoon, 1 tell myscif a story of my own. ke 
Of wages, lack of But soom we were on 2 fro a 
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imvisible, but the get m!” someone cried, and I was stuffed into the 
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Christmas comes round, with a gladness which is not of 


But to us children it was indeed Merry 
Then it was noticed _earth only, but has in it some light from Heaven. 


And with that 
stored up, if not for us then for other children. And so this 


weary world, at times so sorrowful, is made glad once more as 


many Christmas Days since then; and as I look back now over 
I think that the joy and happiness we felt long ago is somehow 


the game was going on. 
each 


when the whistle blew 
with shrieks of delight, 


mas had somewhat faded. Still, presents were presents, if 
they were a little late in coming. We used to play an exciting 
A mysterious somebody went and hid our presents about the 
house, in dark rooms or on the stairs, then a whistle was blown 
and we tore up and down until we found the parcels, six or 
eight at a time. Then we rushed with them to the drawing- 

more 

found. 


New Year’s Eve had come, the glory and glamour of 
game with them, which we knew by the name of Santa Claus. 
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by members of the congregation and Sunday School. Bookings have . 
been so heavy that an extra performance, beyond the two originally 
planned, is being given. At Cheltenham, too, the Bayshill — 7 ae 
are a play which will be produced early in the New Year. _ singing, led by a Children’s choir, was mucn apf 
School gave an excellent performance of “Brother Wolf”—one of ag dye 
the Houseman’s St ifice made; and the three empty chairs, each 
School of Flanders poppies resting upon it, symbolized t 
the Su of the congregation. 
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CHRISTMAS BOOKLETS 


by R. H. Mottram 
OLD MAN OF THE STONES by R. H. Mottram 
LOST CHRISTMAS PRESENTS by R. H. Mottram 
A CALENDAR OF JOYS __ by Muriel Hilton 


IN A MANGER _ by W. C. Hall 
All the above at 6d. each, by post 7d. 


CHRISTMAS AND LAUGHTER by C. M. Wright, M.A. — 


4d., by post 5d. 


‘This year’s CHRISTMAS bookiect now ready 


“PEACE ON EARTH” 
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A BIBLE FOR ANIMAL LOVERS. 


The ideal gift for Humanitarians. Twe Sramrern oF tHe Sxies, 
compiled by Wai Haves from the Scriptures and Folk-lore of all 
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The General Assembly £100,000 Appeal 
Total in hand week ending Nov. 30th, £74,162 16s. 10d. 
HAVE YOU SUBSCRIBED YET? 


Hon. Treasurer: Harold B. Moore 


‘18 Grange Avenue, Hale, Nr. Altrincham, Cheshire. 
Watch this space for weekly announcements. 


STRATFORD UNITARIAN CHURCH 
West Ham Lane, E.15 

BRING AND BUY SALE 
IN AID OF CHURCH FUNDS 


Saturday, December 14th, at 4 p.m. 
Come and support us. All help gratefully appreciated. | 


UNITARIAN CHURCH, MEXBOROUGH 


SALE OF WORK 


Saturday, December 14th, at 2.30 p.m. 
Openep By Mrs. O. WEAVER 
Donations gratefully received by: Rev. E. A. Da 15 Racecourse 


The 
HIBBERT JOURNAL 


A Quarterly Review of 
RELIGION, THEOLOGY and PHILOSOPHY 


Edited by L. P, JACKS 


CHIEF CONTENTS FOR JANUARY 1947 


B. H. Liddell- 
1. The Need fora Captain 


Apply for free specamen copy | 
GEORGE ALLEN & UNWIN LTD 
40 MUSEUM STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 


CANADA 
Moocrmea., Church of the Messiah, Sherbrooke St. West and Sampson 
uu, Rev. Ancus 


‘Tonoseso, Ficst Jarvis 11, Rev. P. 
Fant Ch 1550 Tenth 13, 
NEW ZEALAND 


Pomeooby and 7, Mc. K. 


SOUTH AFRICA 
Cars Town, Hout Sascct, 11 and 7, Rev. D. S. 


W. aad Tee Pome Ce Lz. 


GOOD OLD FASHIONED CHRISTMAS 
| 
by G. Stephens Spinks, M.A., Ph.D. ee 
| Price 44. each, by post 5d. 
THE LINDSEY PRESS, 14 Gerdon Square, Londen, W.C.1 
peoples. Beautifully illustrated. 2s. 6d., postage 6d.—THe Onver or | 
THe Great Comparsons, Heatua’s Cuare., Meoruam Green, Kenr. 
| ANOTHER IDEA For | 
“SCRAP-BOOK FOR 1947” 2. England and America Gerald Heard 
By Mrs. J. Martin Hall, M.A. (Oxon) 
“Im light chess to 3- The Frustrated Masses Hamilton Fyfe 
4 Christian Communism A. R. Williams 
Cries Primapal of Hall, Darhmgion The Real Cause of Labour 
Unrest H. B. Hewnt 
WIGAN 6 The Jewish Case against 
Zieniom Raphaci Locwe 
MISCELLANEOUS 7. Deus Irrationalis Professor A. Krappe 
John 
: MONTON CHURCH. The will be wacast as from SUBSCRIPTION: TEN SHILLINGS NET PER ANNUM, POST FREE 
be House Communications to: W. Higham, 
164 Worsicey Rd, Winton, Patricroft, Manchester. 
NFURNISHED ACCOMMODATION for three 
Rev. A. Daves. 
15, Racecourse Road. 
Semive 
Nr. Mexborough 


